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ANIA JAWORSKAJEF BOURGEAU 
and Jef  Bourgeau should be reunited for this auspicious retrospective. OUAG 

would like to thank exhibition curator Jan van der Marck for spearheading this 

important, long-overdue retrospective. His conviction and persistence propelled

this project forward, making it come to fruition. As the inaugural director of  

the Museum of  Contemporary Art in Chicago and former chief  curator of  the 

Detroit Institute of  Arts, Jan van der Marck has a profound understanding

of  how an artist like Jef  Bourgeau, often working under challenging circum-

stances, has achieved excellence both regionally and nationally creating context 

and opportunity, working in the seemingly incongruous roles of  artist, curator

and director, all of  which have shaped his unique oeuvre. This exhibition could 

not have taken place without the support of  the Oakland University Art Gal-

lery Advisory Board. Chairman, John Miller and Marianne Fey Miller

Oakland University is delighted to welcome back alumnus Jef  Bourgeau after 

a hiatus of  twenty-one years. In 1986 he showed digital paintings and videos in 

the Meadow Brook Art Gallery exhibition Muscle and Machine. From 1986 to 

1990, he worked for Kiichi Usui, director of  the former Meadow Brook Art Gal-

lery (which changed its name to the Oakland University Art Gallery in 2006). 

During his tenure with Usui, Bourgeau gained invaluable knowledge about the 

everyday operations of  a museum/gallery. He was exhibition installer and made 

trips to and from New York, working with artists, curators and collectors. The 

gallery contributed significantly to his understanding of  how the art world 

operated and helped foster his subsequent ambition to place his artistic practice 

within the context of  a working museum; in his mind the two are inextricably 

linked. It is natural, then, that the Oakland University Art Gallery (OUAG) 

and Jef  Bourgeau should be reunited for this auspicious retrospective. OUAG 

would like to thank exhibition curator Jan van der Marck for spearheading this 

important, long-overdue retrospective. His conviction and persistence propelled

this project forward, making it come to fruition. As the inaugural director of  

the Museum of  Contemporary Art in Chicago and former chief  curator of  the 

Detroit Institute of  Arts, Jan van der Marck has a profound understanding

of  how an artist like Jef  Bourgeau, often working under challenging circum-

stances, has achieved excellence both regionally and nationally creating context 

and opportunity, working in the seemingly incongruous roles of  artist, curator

and director, all of  which have shaped his unique oeuvre. This exhibition could 

not have taken place without the support of  the Oakland University Art Gal-

lery Advisory Board. Chairman, John Miller and Marianne Fey Miller
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